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This study sought to identify the factors influencing the implementation of music by 
Selangor preschool teachers with reference to their years of teaching experience, 
perceptions, self-efficacy and support.  It also evaluates the implementation of music 
which is the type of music equipment used and type of music activities the teachers’ 
implement and frequency of implementation.  It is essential to understand the factors that 
enhance or undermine teachers’ attempts to implement music as little data exists on the 
factors. 
 
Questionnaires were distributed to 138 preschool teachers in various districts in Selangor 
to generate the data required for this study.  This study utilized a variety of analysis 
techniques on the data obtained, ranging from descriptive analysis to Pearson product- 
moment correlation coefficient analysis and multiple linear regression analysis.    
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The research findings revealed that the respondents highly perceived on the important 
role music play in personal and social development; in the development of music skills 
and knowledge; in classroom management; and in miscellaneous benefits.  The level of 
self-efficacy of the respondents in implementation of music was moderate.  Results from 
the questionnaire data indicated that the level of support for the respondents was high. 
  
Most preschools were in line with the preschool curriculum requirements of music 
equipment used for teaching and learning facilitation.  The level of implementation for 
music appreciation activities was moderate. Similarly the level of implementation for 
singing activities was also moderate.  For creative movement activities, the level of 
implementation was high with many respondents having a large open area for music 
movement activities.  The level of implementation of music for overall music activities 
which were music appreciation, singing and creative movement was moderate. 
 
Statistical test revealed that there was no relationship between years of teaching 
experience and implementation of music.  The relationship between support and 
implementation of music was low.  Both the relationship between teachers’ perception 
and implementation of music and the relationship between self-efficacy and 
implementation of music were moderate.   
 
Further statistical test indicated that self-efficacy was the most important factor which 
influenced the implementation of music in the classroom.  However, the study revealed 
that there were some respondents who did not have the confidence in their abilities in 
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teaching music.  Therefore, pre-service preschool training programs need to be designed 
in such a way that it can develop skills and concepts more thoroughly while helping them 
to develop their abilities to use music activities combined with other subjects or activities. 
 
Lastly, it is hoped that the findings and recommendations of this study will contribute 
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Kajian ini bertujuan untuk menentukan faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi pelaksanaan 
muzik oleh guru-guru prasekolah di Selangor dengan merujuk kepada pengalaman 
mengajar, persepsi, efikasi kendiri dan sokongan kepada mereka.  Ia juga menilai  
pelaksanaan muzik iaitu jenis alat-alat muzik yang digunakan dan jenis aktiviti-aktiviti 
muzik yang dilaksanakan oleh guru-guru dan kekerapan pelaksanaan.  Adalah mustahak 
untuk memahami faktor-faktor yang meningkatkan atau melemahkan percubaan guru-
guru untuk melaksanakan muzik kerana data yang ada mengenai faktor-faktor tersebut 
adalah sedikit.       
 
Soalan selidik diedarkan kepada 138 guru prasekolah di pelbagai daerah  di Selangor 
untuk mendapatkan data kajian ini.  Kajian ini menggunakan pelbagai teknik analisis 
statistik terhadap data yang dikumpul, meliputi statistik deskriptif ke analisis Korelasi 
Pearson dan analisis regresi linear berganda. 
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Dapatan kajian yang diperolehi menunjukkan responden mempunyai persepsi yang  
tinggi terhadap kepentingan peranan muzik yang dimainkan dalam perkembangan 
peribadi  dan sosial; dalam perkembangan kemahiran muzik dan pengetahuan muzik; 
dalam pengurusan kelas; dan dalam pelbagai manfaat.  Tahap efikasi kendiri responden 
dalam pelaksanaan muzik adalah sederhana.  Keputusan dari data soalan selidik 
menunjukkan tahap sokongan kepada responden adalah tinggi. 
  
Kebanyakan prasekolah adalah selaras dengan keperluan kurikulum prasekolah dengan 
menggunakan kelengkapan alat-alat muzik untuk kemudahan pengajaran dan 
pembelajaran. Tahap pelaksanaan untuk aktiviti-aktiviti menikmati muzik adalah 
sederhana.  Tahap pelaksanaan untuk aktiviti-aktiviti nyanyian juga adalah sederhana. 
Untuk aktiviti-aktiviti pergerakan kreatif, tahap pelaksanaannya adalah tinggi dengan 
kebanyakan responden mempunyai kawasan luas yang terbuka untuk aktiviti-aktiviti 
pergerakan muzik.  Pada keseluruhannya, tahap pelaksanaan aktiviti-aktiviti muzik iaitu 
menikmati muzik, nyanyian dan pergerakan kreatif adalah sederhana. 
 
Ujian statistik menunjukkan tiada perkaitan antara pengalaman mengajar muzik dengan 
pelaksanaan muzik.  Perkaitan antara sokongan dengan pelaksanaan muzik adalah 
rendah.  Kedua-dua perkaitan persepsi guru-guru dengan pelaksanaan muzik dan 





Ujian statistik seterusnya menunjukkan efikasi kendiri adalah faktor terpenting yang 
mempengaruhi pelaksanaan muzik di dalam kelas.  Akan tetapi, kajian ini juga 
menunjukkan terdapat sebilangan responden yang tidak mempunyai keyakinan dalam 
kemampuan mereka untuk mengajar muzik.  Oleh itu, latihan program pra-servis 
prasekolah perlu dirancang supaya ia dapat mengembangkan kemahiran dan konsep 
dengan lebih menyeluruh sementara membantu mereka mengembangkan kemampuan 
mereka untuk menggunakan pengabungan aktiviti-aktiviti muzik dengan subjek-subjek 
atau aktiviti-aktiviti yang lain. 
 
Akhir kata, diharapkan dapatan dan cadangan kajian ini dapat menyumbang dalam 





















First and foremost, I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation to my chief 
supervisor, Dr. Chan Cheong Jan and other members of my supervisory panel, namely, 
Associate Professor Dr. Bahaman Abu Samah and Puan Indra Selvarajah for their 
invaluable guidance and encouragement. Without their commitment, encouragement and 
assistance, this study would not have been possible. 
 
I would like to thank the Directors of the Ministry of Education, State Education 
Department and School Headmasters who had granted me permission to collect data for 
this study as well as all preschool teachers who had participated in this study for their co-
operation in responding to the questionnaires that I have sent to them. 
 
Last, but not least, I would like to dedicate this study to my fiancee, Lee Kwet Sang for 
providing me with endless encouragement, support and countless help in so many ways 











I certify that an Examination Committee has met on 6
th
 April 2006 to conduct the final 
examination of Kwan Shwu Shyan on her Master of Science thesis entitled “Factors 
Influencing the Implementation of Music Activities by Government Preschool Teachers 
in Selangor” in accordance with Universiti Pertanian Malaysia (Higher Degree) Act 1980 
and Universiti Pertanian Malaysia (Higher Degree) Regulations 1981.  The Committee 
recommends that the candidate be awarded the relevant degree.  Members of the 
Examination Committee are as follows: 
 
 
ZAKARIAH ABDUL RASHID, PhD 
Professor 
Faculty of Economics and Management 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Chairman) 
 
ROHANI ABDULLAH, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Internal Examiner) 
 
LAM MING HUEY, PhD 
Lecturer 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Internal Examiner) 
 







                                                                 _______________________________ 
                                        HASANAH MOHD. GHAZALI, PhD                             
                                                                 Professor/Deputy Dean 
                                                                 School of Graduate Studies 
                                                                 Universiti Putra Malaysia 
                                                                      
                                                                  Date: 




This thesis submitted to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia and has been accepted as 
fulfilment of requirement for the degree of Master of Science.  The members of the 
Supervisory Committee are as follows: 
 
 
CHAN CHEONG JAN, D.Lit. 
Lecturer 
Faculty of Human Ecology 





Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Member) 
 
BAHAMAN ABU SAMAH, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Faculty of Educational Studies 






                                                                   ______________________ 
                                          AINI IDERIS, PhD                             
                                                                   Professor/Dean 
                                                                   School of Graduate Studies 
                                                                   Universiti Putra Malaysia 
                                                                   













I hereby declare that the thesis is based on my original work except for quotations and 
citations which have been duly acknowledged.  I also declare that it has not been 






   KWAN SHWU SHYAN                     
 




















TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
                  Page 
 
ABSTRACT                         ii 
ABSTRAK           iv 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS        viii 
APPROVAL           ix 
DECLARATION           xi 
LIST OF TABLES         xiv 
LIST OF FIGURES         xvi 
 
CHAPTER 
                        
I  INTRODUCTION           1 
            Development of Preschool Curriculum in Malaysia    1 
            Music Education in National Preschool Curriculum in Malaysia  3 
 Statement of Problem        6 
 Objectives of the Study       8 
            Significance of the Study       10 
            Limitations of the Study        11 
 Definition of Terms        12 
 Sequence of the Study       14 
 Overview of Subsequent Chapters       17 
 
II          LITERATURE REVIEW       18 
            Role of Music in Education       19 
  Role of Music in Personal and Social Development   22 
  Role of Music in Preschool for the Development of Music   
Skills and Knowledge       24 
Role of Music in Classroom Management    26 
  Role of Music in Miscellaneous Benefits    27  
 Studies on Implementation of Music in Preschool    28 
        Factors Influencing the Implementation of Music – Personal Factors   31 
Teachers’ Years of Teaching Experience    31 
                        Teachers’ Perceptions Towards the Role of Music in Education  34  
                        Teachers’ Self-Efficacy      37 
Factors Influencing the Implementation of Music – Institutional Factors 42 
Support        43 
Resources         45 
 Theoretical Model of the Study       46 







III     METHODOLOGY        51 
Research Design        52 
Conceptual Framework of the Study      53 
The Sample         55 
            Research Instrument         56 
              Development of the Questionnaire    57                                            
 Validity and Reliability of Research Instrument     61 
            Data Collection        63 
 Exploratory Data Analysis       65 
 Data Analysis         66         
            Summary         78 
 
IV RESULTS AND DISCUSSION       80 
 Results          83 
  Profile of Respondents      83 
  Aspects of the Factors Evaluated     88 
       Aspects of the Implementation of Music Evaluated   103 
Correlation Analysis        120 
        Multiple Linear Regression Analysis     124 
 Discussion          125 
  Aspects of the Factors Evaluated     126 
Aspects of the Implementation of Music Evaluated    134 
  Correlation Analysis        138 
        Multiple Linear Regression Analysis     139 
  Motivations and Constraints in the Implementation of Music  140 
  Implications        143 
 Summary          145 
 
V SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  147 
 Summary of Thesis         147 
 Conclusion         154 
 Recommendations        157 
  Recommendations for Improving the Implementation of Music  157 
  Recommendations for Further Research    159 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY           161 
APPENDICES         173 
BIODATA OF THE AUTHOR        204 
 
